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In this collaborative edition the eTwinning ambassadors give solutions to questions that all 
teachers have when they join eTwinning. It’s a short but helpful guide for your first steps in 
the eTwinning world. The edition was part of the networking activities in the PDW for the 
eTwinning Ambassadors, which took place in Rhodes, Greece between 29th September and 1st

October 2016. The cover picture is drawn by the Portuguese ambassador Elisabete Fiel





I want to organize projects with my students but, unfortunately, I don’t
speak English very well

It's not necessary to speak English!

• You can create a team of teachers working on eTwinning projects

• You can get help from the teacher of English

• You can have help from the students

• You can start with a very easy project

There are a lot of kindergarten teachers doing eTwinning without speaking English

You can start with a national project and evolve to a European project in English later.



I would love to organize an eTwinning project but I heard something
about eTwinning Live, TwinSpace, Live meetings, Web 2.0 tools and I’m
terrified as I am not experienced with Technology

• Don't be afraid to ask and work together in a school

• You don't have to do everything on a computer

• You are not the only ones without experience

• Ask pupils to help you, also as administrators

• The second step is support from ambassadors

• Join a short projects for a start. Invite ambassadors to organize workshops in schools

• Ideas come from kids, let them use apps, but you have to supervise them. If you are not
experienced, find someone that's experienced, from your region or from another country

• Tutorial videos for project partners, step by step

• It is easier to start a national project for a start

• Join learning events.



I teach Maths, I had a look in the partner finding forum and I came to the
conclusion that eTwinning is only for foreign language teachers. I cannot
integrate it in my curriculum

• Search smarter - find some help with experienced teachers.

• Search for projects related to ideas in kits (portal)

• Simple ideas

• Don’t be afraid to open a new post in forum

• Take part in contact seminars

• Good project examples for short projects

• Use dynamic software( geogebra, autograph, desmos ...)



I’m really busy with school and family, I don’t have any spare time and
an eTwinning project needs time

• Analyze the curriculum and think about the ways you can include eTwinning in your 
everyday work. All teachers can include eTwinning in the curriculum

• Organize short term projects

• Cooperate with other teachers at school and plan cross-curricular projects (integrating 
different subjects).

• Start an eTwinning project on a special day, e.g. European Days of Languages

• Plan the project collaboratively

• You are never alone in eTwinning, so you should not worry 



I’m a kindergarten teacher, my students are too young to be involved in
an eTwinning project, they cannot read, use Web 2.0 tools, have
twinspace profiles etc

• You can organize projects without the use of Web 2.0 tools but have: artwork drawings 
and paintings, photo presentations, work with different materials like seeds, puppets, 
songs and music, drama, games, dances, constructions with various materials, maths, 
storytelling with images

• There are easy Web 2.0 tools that even young students can use

• Do not underestimate the five-year-old children, they are good learners and eTwinning 
can be easily integrated in this level

• Students can learn better through hands-on activities organized in the eTwinning project



I introduced eTwinning to my students' parents and some of them said
that their kids spend a lot of time surfing the net at home, they don’t
want them to do the same at school!

• Show them good examples of eTwinning at parents meetings

• Explain to the parents that this is not just surfing around, that we learn how to increase 
their ICT skills, language skills, and developing life long learning

• Explain to parents that this is a way of teaching and in our curriculums it says that we 
should develop intercultural contacts and also how to use ICT

• Invite the parents as visitors in the TwinSpace to see their children’s work

• Introduce the European 8 key competences to parents



I want to start a project but if we work on the project, when will we
finish the school book?

• Organize your activities in such a way that the project is part of the school day and not something extra

• Link the projects activities with the curriculum themes

• Teach your curriculum in a different way

• Teaching is not only about curriculum and textbooks but about competences and skills

• You can teach the 21st century competences through the project

• You can see some great examples of projects that integrate projects into curriculum

• Plan the project and select the best topic for it.

• The project can be a short one. Not time consuming.

• There are ready good practices featured in the eTwinning portal you can choose from to start with.

• Try to involve management in order to gain their support.

• You can plan only one activity

• Text books should not be your curriculum. So think what is the best way of learning things - seldom is it 
effective to learn skills like communication and team work or ICT by reading about it in books.

• Ask the students to work independently on some of the textbook activities, so that you have time for 
project work during the lessons or the other way round. They can do project work at home on their 
own computers collaborating on the net



I worked on some projects but I cannot get a Quality Label. My NSS
commented that there is no evident collaboration in any of my projects.
However, we have created and uploaded so much material. What am I
doing wrong?

• Collaboration isn't just uploading material individually but creating something together like
sharing results of project activities, writing , videoconferencing, exchanging ideas, giving
tasks to partners, negotiating, voting, working together on final output; good project
demands cooperation and collaboration of all stakeholders and working international
teams.

• All project partners should present their results in the project diary. Teachers have to
communicate, have a plan for dissemination, involve other teachers and pupils, too.

• It 's important to have the support of our colleagues in our own school. The activities have
to be collaborative, not just an exchange of individual activities.



We keep reading about the importance of Digital Citizenship but I’m not
sure if eTwinning can help my students on that direction

• As the focus of eTwinning is online collaboration and communication, providing students
with training and opportunities to extend their digital skills which eventually leads them to
become digital citizens. As an example we could offer the children an online digital and
eTwinning passport to have the chance of belonging to a multicultural digital community

• eTwinning is a virtual and online multicultural community of students and teachers giving
opportunities to work together in a digital environment

• Giving them the chance to participate in this digital community, we help them overcome
stereotypes and teach them tolerance and respect of cultural diversity through
collaborative activities.



This year I have migrant students in my classroom and they need to learn
the language, I cannot involve them in eTwinning

• They can learn the language through an eTwinning project 

• They can make the pictures in a story - (a comic with the story as the last part of the 
project)

• Use songs where language is not a barrier

• Organize simple activities like:

 write five words in your language and translate them into English

 body language and gestures

 appropriate project activities - picture dictionary

 imitation

 pictures - likes and dislikes, icons

 intrinsic motivation - technology, pictures, find their interest



I really want to start working on a collaborative project but there is no
computer lab or any appropriate infrastructure at my school

• eTwinning could be done in different ways: in the school library, at home,or in any 
classroom using laptops, tablets, PCs, mobile phones or any other available device. Your 
students can bring their own devices from home, following the BYOD trend

• You can use snail mail and send each other letters, postcards and greetings cards

• You can send a toy to your partners - a story-telling toy - you create a story about the toy 
and then the toy visits your partners' homes

• Students bring their work on paper, then the teacher scans them and publishes everything 
from his/her personal computer

• We can create teams and work at school and then we can use our devices at home



I've recently learnt about eTwinning. I am so excited with the idea of
working on a European collaborative project with my students, but I
don't know where to start from

• Start small (with a short one-activity project) to familiarize yourself with eTwinning first

• Visit the gallery to get ideas

• Ask your students what topics they would be interested in working on

• Make use of an eTwinning Kit

• Search the relevant age Forum to find ideas or partners with interesting suggestions

• Search Professional Development feature on eTwinning Live and enroll for a Learning 
Event for beginners

• Join the Virgilio Group to get some answers to your questions or an eTwinning group that 
applies to your interests

• Work on your profile to attract partners

• Make a post in the Forum or your timeline about your project interests

• Get in contact with experienced eTwinners in your school or follow experienced eTwinners 
on the eTwinning Live platform

• Be optimistic! Be enthusiastic!



I want to start an eTwinning project, but I am not sure I know what to do
to ensure students' safety online

• The eTwinning platform is safe and the TwinSpace is just like a classroom

• Students have to be registered by their teacher to enter the project

• Teachers can control what students do

• The password is protected

• Teachers can remove students if necessary

• Teachers agree on a project with other teachers and the NSS checks and accepts the 
project

• eTwinning is also a way to teach how to have a good behavior on the Internet and it 
teaches safety and netiquette.



I work at a senior high school and my students' schedule is really busy, I 
don't want to add more responsibilities and extra workload to them 

• eTwinning project doesn't need to be an extra workload for students if it is incorporated to 
the curriculum.

• We can apply project based learning and teach the content in a different way; which is 
more connected with real world and enables fostering 21st century skills. We should give 
our students challenges, responsibilities for their learning and in that way they will be 
more motivated, more confident and eager to learn.

• eTwinning is a great example of project based learning in an international context, it is a 
good way to link the different subjects and skills. It is not a method to add the workload to 
the students

• If some areas are involved in a project, the students can learn different topics in the same 
project

• Student can start with a small project , this can motivate them and then they will ask to 
join to a bigger one

• Teachers can show students some examples, then they could see what kind of work they 
have to do, and they could give sense to their knowledge and work.




